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May 2026 

Welcome to the May issue of the Newsletter.  
The photo on the front cover is another postbox topper. 

I am still requesting  photos or pictures for the front 

cover. If anyone would like to make a donation,  
donations can be made online to the account  

Netheravon, Haxton and Fittleton Newsletter, Sort 
Code: 30-90-21, Account No: 02335532, Reference: 

Newsletter Donation or in cash to Steve or Pam  
Perry, 613 Thorne Road or at the Cheerful Cuppa.  

The deadline for the next issue will be Wednesday 20th 
May. 

Hope you are all enjoying the Spring weather. 

Dates for your diary… 

2nd May 
10:30 - 1:30pm 

Netheravon Monthly Craft Market 
 & Car Boots 

Phoenix Hall, 
Netheravon 

3rd May 
2pm 

Prize Bingo 
Phoenix Hall, 
Netheravon 

10th May 
2 - 4pm 

Netheravon Spring Plant Sale 
Phoenix Hall, 
Netheravon 

10th May 
7pm 

Enford Gardening Club 
Enford  
Village Hall 

14th May 
7pm 

Netheravon Parish Council AGM 
Phoenix Hall, 
Netheravon 

19th May 
7pm 

Fittleton cum Haxton Parish 
Council Meeting 

Phoenix Hall, 
Netheravon 

27th June 
2 - 5pm 

All Saints Open Garden Trail 

8 Gardens 
around  
Fittleton, 
Haxton & 
Netheravon 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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The next Newsletter  
deadline is 

Wednesday 20th May 2026. 
 
 

Emails are preferred but all 
items for inclusion, whether they 
are handwritten, typed or via e-
mail,  
MUST be submitted by the 
deadline date. 
Emails must have editable  
attachments so that we can fit them 
into available place 
 

Please send e-mails to  
NetheravonNewslet-
ter@outlook.com 
Hand written submissions can be 
submitted to Susan Birks, Nethera-
von Newsletter C/O the Phoenix 
Hall and please post in their mail-
box on the wall outside. 
 

We reserve the right to reject or omit 
from publication any material that is 
considered to be detrimental to any 
person or which is not in the best  
interest of the community as a whole.  
All letters and articles must be signed, 
but we will withhold the name of the 
writer if this is requested. 

Photo on front cover is 
courtesy of Selena 

Sheppard 

WANTED 
Your village speed watch group 
needs you! 
Could you give 1 to 2 hours a 
month to join our team in trying to 
keep our village safe.  
Please email 
Clerk@netheravonparishcouncil.co.
uk  

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
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May Day, May Day 

The month of May always brings memories of Oxford days. May at Magdalen bridge, 
amidst choirs and all-night revelers. In all honesty, I only ever did it once, out of sheer 
curiosity, it was fun, but I couldn’t really justify the sacrifice of sleep deprivation.  Back 
in the day, it was common to see brave souls (often assisted by Dutch courage) leap 
off the bridge into the Cherwell river below. Injuries often followed and the leap was 
later banned in 2005. Sadly, the water is simply too shallow. What does the choir sing 
from the top of the bell tower? A hymn entitled Hymnus Eucharisticus… this is the 
translation: 

We worship you, O God the Father, 
we offer you our praise, 

for you nourish our bodies, 
and minds with heavenly grace. 

 
We adore you, O Jesus, 

you, the only begotten Son, 
you, who did not disdain 

to submit to birth in the Virgin's womb. 
 

Driven onto the cross, you were made 
the victim of God's wrath. 

Through you, our only Saviour, 
hope of life returned to us. 

 
To you, Eternal Spirit 

by whose breath was born 
by Mary the Infant God, 
be our eternal blessings. 

 
Triune God, of all humanity 

the great author of salvation, 
this immense mystery 

our tongues all cheer and sing. 
 

What an amazing hymn! It proclaims the wonder of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The 
philosopher, Søren Kierkegaard coined the term, "leap of faith". He didn’t say we have 
to blindly jump off a bridge, but rather, when we jump off, we do so trusting that God, in 
His goodness, will be there. Jesus is far enough away for us to freely choose to jump. 
He is also near enough though to catch us when we fall. 

Rev Canon Philip Bromiley 

For more information about the Avon River Team Churches contact: 
The Team Office: 01980 655457  
Rev. Philip Bromiley: 01980 258549 or philip@avonriverteam.org.uk 
www.avonriverteam.org.uk/ 

 
A word from  Rev Canon Philip Bromiley,  

our Team Rector. 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
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May Church  
Services for Avon River Team

       

 
  

HC: Holy Communion; HC BCP: Holy Communion Book of Common  
Prayer 
FS: Family Service; BC: Breakfast Church 
 
***  If you don’t want to come for Communion, come for Cake and a 
Cup of Tea 

Parish \ 
Date 

3 May 10 May 17 May 24 May 

Pentecost 

31 May 

Trinity  

Sunday 

Bulford 11.00 

HC 

 10.45  
Family  
Service 

11.00  
HC 

11.00  

HC 

Durring-
ton 

09.30  
Fun  
Church 

10.30 
Team 
Service 

09.30  
HC 

09.30    
Informal HC 

09.30  

HC 

Enford 09.30  
HC 

  09.30 
Breakfast 
Church 

18.00  
Evensong 

09.30  

Holy  

Communion 

Fighelde
an 

11.00 
Morning 
Worship 

 11.00  
HC 

11.00 
Breakfast 
Church 

11.00  

Morning  

Worship 

Fittleton 
cum 
Haxton 

With 
Nethera-
von 

  18.00 
Even-
song 

16.00  
Commun-
ion and 
Cake *** 

11.00  

Holy  

Communion 
BCP 

Milston 09.30  
HC BCP 

  09.30  
HC BCP 

09.30  
HC BCP 

09.30  

HC BCP 

Nethera-
von 

11.00    
Holy 
Commun-
ion 

  With  
Fittleton 

11.00 
Morning 
Worship 

11.00  

Holy  

Communion 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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Netheravon Parish Council News from April’s meeting  

 Cllr Burke welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Police Report- Report sent and read out at the Annual Parish Meeting  
before the council meeting. Netheravon has low crime incidents, police  
continue to do rounds, attend coffee mornings when able and also bring the 
mobile police office to the village.  

FINANCE  

a. Bank Reconciliation -The bank reconciliation was passed out to  
councillors before the meeting, all agreed 

a. The end of year accounts were sent out before the meeting and 
agreed 

b. The Budget for 2026-2027 was discussed and agreed to separate the 
money received from Wiltshire Council so as not to skew the figures, 
as this money is to be used for the ongoing maintenance and refurb of 
Old School Close Park. 

c. Clerk raised the fact that the Minimum wage went up on the 1st April, 
Council all agreed it needed to be paid. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

1. Highways plus Parish Steward– potholes at Kings Hill have been  
repaired, at the APM a member of the public reported Mill Road, where 
MOD had removed trees some time ago and left temporary fencing 
and cones in the gap.  Clerk has reported to Landmarc and MOD.  

2. Cemetery /Enhancement /Netheravon in bloom – Clerk still needs 
to speak to Resident about doing tub and raised the fact that the  
Cemetery notice board is wobbly and all green.  Will speak to the 
Handyman to see about a repair and clean.  

2. Recreation- Waiting for a confirmed date for the Nest swing  
instalment. (post meeting note 24th April) Old School Close Park – 
clerk read out all 3 quotes and council agreed on Love Landscaping to 
do the work but asked the Clerk to get some previous examples of 
their work before the go ahead. Handyman has been asked to oversee 
the landscaping work when it begins.   

2. Allotments - Just waiting for the last payments for the year. (post 
meeting note – all received)  

3. Community Allotment and Community Larder. Clerk to ask the  
volunteers to let her know when the fruit trees need strimming etc. 
then ask the Handyman to do it. 

 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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6. Phoenix Hall Chairperson report Mar 26 
We are hoping to break even as the cost of electric seems to have 
taken away any profit which would have been used for further 
maintenance and upgrades to the hall. 
Maintenance and Improvements 
We are currently looking into have a new heating system costed and 
looking into any grants available. 
Looking ahead  
The hall now has bookings for most days and as always’ we are 
grateful for the support of our regular hirers.   

7. Jubilee Committee – Meeting planned to discuss the village fete 
within the next few weeks,  

8. Stonehenge Area Board – not confirmed when the next meeting will 
be yet.  

9. All Saints school liaison – successful morning of the choir singing 
at Cheerful cuppa and £300 raised for the school PTA.  Cllr Bridewell 
reported that the school are keen to have close connections with the 
community, the choir hopes to return at Christmas.  

10. Netheravon Speed watch Group – All going well, the lead of the 
speed watch reported at the Annual Parish Meeting that they have a 
couple of new volunteers which all helps.  

11. Newsletters –concern voiced about finances, it is hoped that when 
the advertising is in, plus donations from other sources it will be fine.  
Treasurer to write to Fittleton & Haxton regarding a donation. The old 
newsletters are still in RGV office and waiting to be scanned and  
digitised. If anyone knows of anyone that has some spare time, 
please contact the Chairman at RGV. 

REPORT BY THE CLERK 

Busy time with end of year reports, plus getting quotes for refurbishment of 
Old School Close Park and sorting out Millenium Park play equipment. It is 
hoped by the next meeting that the nest swing will be in place.  
 
DATE OF NEXT COUNCIL MEETING  

 The next meeting of the Netheravon Parish Council will be the AGM on the 
14th May 2026  at 7pm in the Phoenix Hall. 

This is a separate note to please ask dog owners to clean up after their 
dogs. Staggs Lane, that goes past Manor Farm, is in a terrible state 
and the council has received complaints. We have a lovely village and 
it is a shame that it is spoilt by a few. 
Thank you 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
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To find out more visit  www.netheravonspast.co.uk  

Sponsors of the 1920’s Sports Day programme we brought you in the 
March edition of this newsletter 
  
We had an interesting response  from a reader to our challenge about the 
possible year of the 1920s Sports Day programme: 
Leonard Denman ladies’ and gent’s hairdresser: “Shingling for women's hair 
really only hit the headlines in 1924. It was quite complicated to do and the 
fact that L. Denman was of offering it in a very rural area suggests that it 
might have been later than 1924”.  Thanks for that Nancy! 
  
It’s surprising that five of the businesses mentioned  cluster round Old Post 
Office Lane, the old post office being 116 High St, the house with the  
Victoria Diamond Jubilee village clock on it.  Surviving until  the 1960s on 
the  north side of the lane there were  temporary looking corrugated iron 
sheds which must have been the hairdresser’s and Mrs White’s “Up to date 
drapery and millinery establishment”. At the top of the lane was J. 
Whitmarsh’s Avon Garage, the only one with a telephone, Netheravon 32, 
and with petrol pumps. 
. 
Half way up the lane was the entrance to Herbert Sheppard’s Mill Farm 
“Milk fresh from the cow in sealed bottles delivered daily”.  Delivery must 
have been by bicycle  or  horse and cart and sealed bottles would have 
been a novelty.  The Clock  House (Old Post office) was the farmhouse for 
Mill Farm from 1920 to 1974. It retains its 1897 Victoria Jubilee clock, now 
owned by the parish and inside, the former postbox. Here also was a room 
which had been used by the doctor.  There was no mains water until the 
1950s. 
Diagonally opposite to the Clock was the Fox & Hounds which had been 
located next to Husseys’ brewery which closed in 1913. 
Photographs on postcards of the era show the cob wall which surrounded 
the field opposite the pub. 
  
Other sponsors of the Sports Day were John Victor Bennett the chemist, 
well known for his red cough mixture and  Parrish’s Food, a red iron tonic 
which turned your teeth black so we drank it through a straw. 
  
Then there was Tom Carter bootmaker whose workshop in the High St had 
a wonderful pungent smell of leather. 
Lastly Smith  & Kite’s garage, petrol etc  - but where was this? 
 
  

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
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PHOENIX HALL NETHERAVON  

The Phoenix Hall is at the heart of our community and is located next 
to our village school and the doors are open to everyone. 
 
It is a spacious venue perfect for all kinds of activities and special  
celebrations. There is a large main hall and a smaller meeting room. 
There are 3 separate kitchens one of which is a full catering kitchen.  
All are fully equipped and the cost of all tables/chairs/glass ware/
fridges and cooking equipment etc is included in the room hire charge. 
The hall has full disabled access with its front door and ramps.  At the 
rear of the hall is a large patio area where there is furniture provided 
which is suitable for use outside. 
 
Activities at the Phoenix Hall 

 

• Cheerful Cuppa: Join us every Tuesday from 10 AM to 12 PM 
to meet the villagers and have a chat over hot or cold drinks and 
homemade cake or    savouries!  

• ART Group: All skill levels welcome! Every Tuesday from 2 PM 
to 4.30 PM. Contact Pauline Gillespie   
paulinegillespie1948@googlemail.com or 07721 737688 for  
more info.  

• Netheravon Day Centre: Every Wednesday from 9 AM to 3 
PM. Please  contact Caroline Aubrey Fletcher for more  
information at cfaubreyfletcher@gmail.com 

• Pop-Up Market: First Saturday of each month, 9.30 AM to 3 
PM. For details, reach out to Paula Brown at  
paulabrown998@btinternet.com or call 07592 991989.  

• Prize Bingo: Hosted by Tracey Southard on the first Sunday of 
each month from 2 PM to 5 PM. All money raised is given to 
nominated charities. 

• Fortnightly Craft Group: Every other Wednesday from 2PM to 
4PM. Contact Alex Sawle Email  
Alexandra_sawle@hotmail.com or call 07749449275. 

 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
mailto:Alexandra_sawle@hotmail.com
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PHOENIX HALL NETHERAVON  

There is a weekly exercise class.:    

• Light Dance Exercise for Over 60s: Thursdays from 2 PM to 3 
PM with Cherryll Beswick. Email cherryllbeswick@gmail.com or 
call 07516 580923 for details.  

 

Book Your Event at the Phoenix Hall!  
 
For a more private event we have a cost effective smaller venue which 
can hold up to 16 people.  If you have a larger event or special occasion 
coming up or we’d love to help you make it happen! The hire charge  
includes all equipment tables and chairs. Check availability and book at 
www.phoenixhall.org or email phoenixhall@live.co.uk or Contact Pam 
direct at 07826 262306 to discuss your requirements she is always  
happy to show you around.  

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
mailto:NetheravonNewsletter@outlook.com
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Netheravon Working Mens Club 
Forthcoming  Events at the Club 

 

    Saturday  4th May     (Bank Holiday ) 

A 5 piece band covering such artists as AC/DC, Billie Eilish, 
The Cult, Avril Lavigne, Katy Perry . Just a few to mention. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who supported our Easter Events. 
The Weather was even kind to us. 
 
Our Wednesday Skittles League has now started. 
Great fun, Lots of Explosive Action & competitive Banter. 
 
Not forgetting our usual Weekly Events : 
 
Tuesday:              Darts & Pool 
Wednesday:             Skittles League 
Thursday:                    Coffee Club 10:00 — 12:00  
                   Bingo   (Eyes Down 7:30 ) 
Friday:                                        Tote, Golden Key  
                                             & Doubles Darts. 
Saturday:             Quiz & Entertainment. 
Sunday  Lunchtime:            Chill 
 
Thanks for taking the time to read this  
       G. D. 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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Ian Greenland - Master Thatcher 

High Street, Netheravon 

Quality workmanship at fair prices 

Call:07835 212707 or 01980 671059 

For friendly advice & fair estimates 

igmasterthatcher@hotmail.com 

www.igreenlandmasterthatcher.com 

Send an email to: 
NetheravonNewslet-

ter@outlook.com 
For details and prices. 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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Newsletter 
Collator - Susan Birks 
Treasurer - Steve Perry 
 
All information  - Email    Netheravonnewsletter@outlook.com 

MINI DIRECTORY 
(01980 unless otherwise stated) 

Phoenix Hall Bookings (Pam/Steve Perry) 07826262306  

Day Centre (Caroline A-F) 07855 441874  

Rev. Philip Bromiley, Avon River Team 258549 

Rev. Barry Davis, Amesbury Baptist Centre 622355 

Christ the King, Catholic Church, Amesbury 622177 

Deacon Selina Nisbett, Amesbury Methodist Church  01980 669941  

SSAFA Forces Help 632567 

Plainwatch 674700 

AWS JOBS, Pre-Schools, Creche 673379 

Scout Group for Boys & Girls 077680 579314 

Enford Football Club, Children’s Coaching Club 670634 

Wiltshire Councillor, Ian Blair-Pilling 07518 942216 

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Rangers Girlguiding.org.uk/
joinus 

http://Www.netheravonparishcouncil.co.uk/newsletter-2/
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HQ SALISBURY PLAIN TRAINING AREA 

999 MOD Police Control Room - Crime in progress 

01371 854444 - MOD Police Control Room - Non-emergency crime on 
SPTA only 

01980 674951 to call 24hour Range operations - To report suspicious 
activities or dangerous issues.     
01980 620819 Complaints Line - The only way to make a complaint. 
0800 022 3334 - Landmarc National Service Centre - To report damage 
to training area or fly-tipping  
For Salisbury Plain Training Area News, giving times of live firing,  

current and upcoming exercises go to 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/salisbury-plain-training-area-spta-

newsletter 

Health & Safety reminder for all Military Training Areas & Ranges:  
 

Do not touch or tamper with Military debris. Wash your hands before you eat.  
Clean your footwear before you enter your car or home.  

USEFUL NUMBERS 
 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 

DOCTORS 
DURRINGTONAvon Valley Practice Surgery                                                01980 652378  
LARKHILL  Larkhill Medical Centre                                                                01980 845266   
UPAVON  Avon Valley Practice Surgery, Fairfield                                        01980 630221 
 

HOSPITAL 
 

SALISBURY DISTRICT HOSPITAL                                                              01722 336262   
 
POLICE 
 

POLICE       
 

OTHERS  
ELECTRICITY                                                                                                                 105 
ENVIRONMENTAL AGENCY                                                                      0800 80 70 60   
FLOOD LINE                                                                                                0345 988 1188  
GAS                                                                                                          0800 111 999   
 

DURRINGTON LINK 

LINK (Durrington & District)                                                                          07484 533559   
   
SCHOOLS 

DURRINGTON, Avon Valley Secondary School                                         01980 652467 
NETHERAVON, All Saints’ C of E Primary                                                  01980 670339 
RUSHALL, Rushall C of E Primary                                                               01980 630360  
PEWSEY, Pewsey Vale Secondary School                                                 01672 565000  
 

WILTSHIRE COUNCIL 

BIN COLLECTIONS telephone                                                                   0300 456 0102  
For more information on Rubbish and recycling visit: 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/rubbish-and-recycling  
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